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Greetings from your New Association President: 

Hello,

I would like to take this moment to introduce myself.

My name is Greg Pfeifer and I am your new LMA president.  I took over the role of president this past fall from Bev Rath.  Bev did an excellent job serving as president and will be hard to replace.  She will still be an active member of our association and a helpful resource as I take on the role of president.  I, my wife Gina, and two sons Alex and Jackson have had a cabin on Lake Minnewawa for the past ten years.  We have enjoyed the wonderful McGregor area and life on the lake.  I look forward to serving the members of LMA.

Membership Drives:  

As many of you know, the membership money is the main spring funding source for the weed harvester, all of the LMA activities and cost for the association. These raised dollars benefit everyone who enjoys the lake. Please take time now to send in your membership donation. Donations are tax deductible. We have a link on our web site, www.lakeminnewawa.org, for a membership application that you can print out and mail in. Curtis Pieske and Mark Pawelski are once again managing the individual membership and Larry Antonsen will be working on the business membership.  In addition to you renewing or becoming an association member, please encourage those who live near by you to become members as well.  Send in your completed information today with your donation! 

Harvesting Information: 

The 2009 harvesting season went very well.  Cool temperatures and better than usual water clarity lead to less weed growth this past season. Steve Olson and his crew once again did a great job of both the harvesting operation and keeping up with needed repairs. There were a total of 142 loads harvested and 366 machine hours over 58 days of harvesting operations. It takes a lot of hard work and dedication to keep the harvesting operation running smoothly. The newly purchased trailer did a great job and helped in the efficiency of the transportation of the harvested weeds. If you would like to contribute a tax deductible donation directly to the trailer cost, please send one in with a note indicating that it is to be used to help with the cost of the trailer.

Board members are needed for 2010:

The LMA board currently consists of only 11 board members.  The LMA by-laws require us to have 15 board members.  In the past, as we have asked for volunteers and board members, the common response is “ I am only up on the weekends” or “ I don’t want to commit to being a full time board member”.  The board is served by both full time residences of the area and many “weekenders only”.  It only takes a small amount of time to help out.  Board meetings are the second Saturday of the month at 9:00 AM starting in May

and ending in October at the LMA garage on Co. Road 6.  All the activities are done by volunteers only.  Please volunteer and take part in the LMA. 

Reducing Residential & Lake lot run off:

There will be a program held on Saturday, April 17th at the Westside Church in Aitkin, MN.  It is part of the 
Master Gardener Spring Landscaping Day.  There will be a guest speaker for the following components:

Why reduce runoff?  Landscaping overview, Permeable hardscapes, Diversion and temporary storage of runoff residential erosion, Runoff prevention, and Alternative septic landscaping and septic system maintenance.  The program runs from 8:30a.m. to 3:00p.m. with a fee of $10 that covers all sessions, handouts, lunch and refreshments.  To learn more or request a brochure, call the Aitkin County Soil and Water Conservation District, Janet Smude, at 218-927-6565.
Shamrock Township Clean Up Day:

The members of LMA will be once again helping out with the spring Shamrock Township clean up day event.  It is scheduled tentively for May 1st from 9am – 2pm.  Sites will be at the LMA garage on Co. Road 6 and at the township hall by the ranger station / fire tower.  Please visit the Shamrock Township web site, www.townofshamrock.org, for details on what will be accepted and those items that may require a small fee for disposal. The association is looking for some volunteers, men or women, to help at the LMA garage while this is occurring.  Please consider donating a few hours to a good cause.  Show up at the garage with some work gloves and a smile.  (
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Garage Sale: 

Along with the membership donations, the Annual Labor Day garage sale is the main summer fund raising event for the LMA. The dates for the sale are September 3rd and 4th.  We are in need of a chairperson for this event.  The members of the association have consistently provided the help and resources needed for the event, but we need someone to be the point person.  If you enjoy organizing and want to meet a great group of people, this opportunity is for you! We are a non profit organization so all donations to the sale are tax deductible.  Our past chairperson has compiled a binder with all the information necessary for the next sale.  Even if you are not on the board but have a strong interest in this leadership position, please contact one of the board members.  The garage will open 6/12 for accepting donations. We accept donations from 9-11am on Saturday mornings.  We do not accept clothing or items dirty and broken. PLEASE do not leave your donations at other times, as it costs us money to dispose of it.  

County Road 6 Adopt a Highway:

For a number of years now, LMA adopted a two-mile section of County Road 6.  This section runs approximately from Sportsmen’s Club to a little past Bann’s.  We clean this area two times a year, in May and October.  Unfortunately, due to an unexpected October snowfall, we were unable to do the fall cleanup. This spring, we are cleaning up the two-mile stretch on May 8th, starting at 10:30 at the LMA garage on Co. 6.  WE NEED YOUR HELP.  This only takes a few hours of your time and it is a great feeling that we have done a small part in keeping our environment clean. Safety vests and garbage bags are handed out to each individual. A group of dedicated individuals could use your help this year.  Please consider this short time commitment to volunteer.  Thanks in advance.

Spring yard clean up and your lake:

As spring grows closer, many of us are thinking of the work involved in yard clean up.  Please be sure not to rake any of your yard waste or leaves into the lake.  This natural material breaks down over time and provides unneeded nutrients to the lake. There are 2 composting sites nearby where you can deposit your yard waste.  One is on Co. Road 6 and the other is near the ranger station on Co. Road 14.  Please visit the Shamrock Township @ www.townofshamrock.org, for details. Also, if you do fertilize your lawn, please be sure to use a lake safe, zero phosphate fertilizer.

A Few Last Notes: 

· We would like to thank our Business Members for 2009.  They are: Bann’s, Federated Propane, Freeman Electric, Horseshoe Lake Inn, Lakes Sanitary, Shamrock township, Sportsmen’s’ Club, Ukura’s Big Dollar and Willey’s Marine. These businesses have continued to be there for the LMA so please support them when you have the opportunity. 

· New flags and merchandise are available.  Contact Linda Peterson at 763-434-9491 to purchase items. Items will also be available at all LMA functions. 

· Please feel free to go to our new web site at www.lakeminnewawa.org. There are a number of local links and points of interest. Our Lake Management Plan is available to download along with the membership applications.

Respectfully, Greg Pfeifer

If you have any comments or questions, please feel free to contact one of our board members:


Greg Pfeifer, President
763-767-4842

   Ron Conzet, Vice President
.218-426-3420

   Patrick Rath, Treasurer
763-422-8092

  Chuck Munson,Recording Secretary
612-926-2136


Larry Antonsen, 
218-426-0271

   Tom Leach
218-426-5024

   Greg Meredyk
612-872-0535

   Steve Olson
763-689-9680

   Mark Pawelski
651-351-0268

   Linda Peterson
763-434-9491

   Curtis Pieske
763-428-5181
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